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787 May 26, 1899 

GUADELOUPE. 

Quarantine against Porto Rico removed. 

Pointe A Pitre, May 15, 1899. 
Secretary State, Washington: Quarantine is removed against Porto 
Eico to-day. Ayme. 

MAURITIUS. 

Report of plague in Port Louis. 

United States Consulate, 
Port Louis, Mauritius, March 29, 1899. 

Sm : In reference to my cablegram of February 8, 1899, reporting 
the outbreak of bubonic plague in Mauritius, and the official confirma- 
tion of same by my dispatch No. 63 dated February 14, 1899, I have 
now the honor to call the further attention of the Department to the 
conflicting and vacillating accounts as per sundry newspaper clippings 
inclosed and published in the leading journal of the colony. 

Eeferring to the last two paragraphs of the above- numbered dispatch. 
I may state that a short time afterwards I called at the health depart- 
ment, bringing with me the Department circular dated October 31, 
1898, and requested some information on the subjects named, in order 
to enable me to reply to the questions asked in the circular. 

In the absence of the chief medical officer I was referred to his locum 
tenens, who informed me that there were no published accounts or 
other sanitary documents on file in his office except such ordinances as 
those which he gave me on a previous visit to his bureau, and which 
I forwarded to the Department per local post as reported in my dispatch 
dated January 28, 1898, and in answer to Department circular dated 
August 13, 1897. I therefore regret that for lack of any correct data 
I am so far unable to answer intelligently the several questions of 
the circular, and can only report the sanitary state of the colony as 
it comes under my observation and as reported in the newspapers. 

Apropos to the existence of plague and the present unsanitary con- 
dition of the health of the colony, I have to call the attention of the 
Department to the fact that during the quarter ended March 31, 1899. 
there have been eight bills of health issued by this consulate to vessels 
loaded with sugar and bound from this port for Delaware Breakwater, 
United States of America. All of them were British vessels and bound 
for the above port except the Samar, of Boston, which cleared for Sandy 
Hook. In this connection I may remark that, although there were 4 
American vessels in port during this quarter, not 1 of them was favored 
with a cargo to the States by the two principal English houses which 
have the monopoly of the American business here, although one of the 
American captains told me that offers were made by some of them for 
a cargo, but whilst they paid 19 shillings per ton to the British vessels, 
they only offered them 15 shillings per ton. The Samar. the only 
American vessel that got a cargo to the States, was chartered by a 
French house, which had only received the one order for sugar shipped 
to the States. 

Eegarding the issuing of bills of health, it is supposed or expected 
here, that the consul will follow the report given in the colonial bill of 
health, which is presented at the consulate by the agents of the vessels 
accompanied by the captains. 
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For sound reasons, I have never followed the reports given in the 
colonial bill of health, but ever since the breaking out of the plague, 
I have always qualified the colonial report by my own remarks, so far 
as the plague appeared to develop itself. Hence, every American bill 
of health that I have issued during the quarter ended March 31, 1899, 
commencing with No. 4 of 1899 and dated February 4 of this year, have 
been qualified regarding the plague. 

It will now be seen from the following circumstances that my sus- 
picious regarding the correctness of the reports of the colonial bills of 
health were well founded. 

The last two colonial bills of health issued for America were clean 
bills and correspond with the American bills of health Nos. 7 and 8, 
dated, respectively, March 22 and 23, and issued to the 2 British ves- 
sels, Oriel and Westbun. It will be seen from the newspaper clipping 
No* 2 inclosed, that it is stated that the Oriel left for America with a 
clean bill of health. This statement is perfectly correct as to the colo- 
nial bill of health, but entirely untrue regarding the American bill of 
health, for I could not indorse the opinions held by the colonial health 
department, although it was suggested that I ought also to give a clean 
bill. The reason assigned for the action of the colonial health depart- 
ment in issuing a clean bill of health is, that as no case of plague had 
been discovered since March 1, therefore the plague, through the great 
vigilance exercised on the part of the health authorities, had been quickly 
and effectively stamped out in so short a time. Although in India it is 
known that the disease often disappears for a year, when it again breaks 
out with greater violence, which at present is the case in Calcutta, where 
bubonic plague is again raging after a lapse of a year. Therefore, the 
hurried conclusion arrived at by the health authorities, as to the sup- 
pression of the plague here, quickly vanished, for two days only elapsed 
after their declaration when two new cases of plague were discovered. 
See newspaper clipping No. 7 inclosed, and I am informed that several 
other cases have since then appeared. 

Such an occurrence is not at all to be wondered at, considering the 
methods adopted towards an end. From the very incipiency of the 
malady in the colony it appears there has been any amount of blunder- 
ing, some believing that the health authorities were mistaken when they 
declared the malady to be bubonic plague. See newspaper clipping 
No. 3. Lieutenant-Colonel Cretin, who has been one of the persons 
accused of having made such a statement, has been, I understand, for 
over fourteen years the doctor attached to the Bengal native infantry, 
and who is now here with his regiment. Many others here are under 
the same impression, but do not express their opinions. 

When the first steps were taken toward crushing out the plague, 
when the houses in which the unfortunate victims died were ordered 
to be burned, and the wretched poor creatures of the affected localities, 
numbering about 400 people, were ordered to be sent to the segregated 
ranches outside of town, all of which had a bad effect; it seems the 
poor creatures were almost scared to death; and when they saw the 
houses in which their neighbors died, burned, and they themselves hur- 
ried together to be sent out of town, 200 of them stampeded and escaped 
police surveillance, making their way as best they could into the inte- 
rior of the island, and scattering themselves about the towns, wherever 
they found a friend to conceal them and give them a shelter. These 
200 people are still at large, and if they are the means of spreading a 
contagious disease by the effect of their contact with others, perhaps 
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the plague is only beginning to develop itself. By late reports it seems 
that since the plague, or whatever it is, has made its appearance in 
Port Louis, it has cost the Government nearly 300,000 rupees, and only 
a few thousand rupees of this amount have been appropriated in indem- 
nifying the poor people whose little houses have been burned down. 
Some of them, I am informed, have refused to accept the small amount 
offered them as compensation for the loss of their little houses and lots. 

In the present disarranged condition of the finances of the colony it 
is muttered that there is somewhere a reckless expenditure of the public 
moneys. However, it is a very fortunate matter that the coffers of the 
Government have been considerably increased for the past year, and 
especially during the last quarter by the amount of export duty paid 
it on the large shipments of sugar sent to the United States. Besides 
the immense sum paid for the actual commodity, the amount disbursed 
in brokerage and commission has been immense. For the quarter 
ended March 31, 1899, there has been shipped to the States sugar 
amounting in value to $1,690,013.56, all except one small cargo shipped 
in British vessels, freight paid in the States. In my dispatch No. 63 
of February 14, 1899, 1 remarked that the health authorities were about 
to establish a lazaretto near the consulate. Since then they have done 
so, but it is not exactly a lazaretto. The house in question was for- 
merly a protestant orphanage and now has been appropriated for the 
reception of the well people removed from the affected districts. This 
is not all, tor the Mohammedan community of Port Louis, which is by 
far the wealthiest and most numerous body in town, have lately pur- 
chased a large mission right opposite the consulate, which formerly 
belonged to a wealthy Frenchman, and have turned it into a hospital 
for their own people who may contract the pest, as they do not wish the 
colonial health authorities to meddle with them. The few neighbors 
who lived here have all left for the country towns to avoid the great 
heat of the season and if possible to escape the plague, so that I am 
absolutely the only one classed among certain people remaining in 
town. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John C. Campbell, 

United States Consul. 

The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

turkey. 

Epizootic bulletin. 
[Translated in this Bureau from copy officially forwarded.] 

Salonica.— April 30, 1899. Sheep pox has appeared at Gramatina, 
a village in the district of Avrat-Hissar, 

Constantinople. — One death from glanders has been reported from 
a stable at Sarakiz, the third municipal district. The remaining horses 
have been isolated. No other cases of epizootic disease exist in the 
capital, except those previously reported in first, second, fifth, and 
sixth municipal districts, and the tramway stables. 

Constantinople, May 21, 1899. 



